








Agri-Prop: A University of Houston graphic design / architecture collaborative project

Agri-Prop is derived from Agit-Prop, a form of political propaganda used during the Russian
Revolution to inform, influence and mabilize public opinion. This propaganda was displayed on
large street art pieces applied directly fo mabile structures such as trains. Along with imagery, the
works were covered with slogans and iconography.

Our Agri-Prop also serves fo inform, influence and mobilize the public, though it message is eco-
logical in nature (not communist). The Agri-Prop marries a mobile structure with a Houston specific
ecologic problem and promates a solution. Additionally, it incorporates plant material in to the
basis of its structure.

The First Flush Filter is an Agri-Prop conceived of and built by a team composed of one graphic
designer and three architects from the University of Houston.

Designer: Kathryn Kelley

Architects: Raven Bell
Blake Krause
Brad Naeher

Facilty Guidance:  Cheryl Beckett
Patrick Peters






















RESEARCH

Identify Houston specific ecological PROBLEM resulting from urbanization.

urbanized areas = impervious surfaces

impervious surfaces = nonabsorption of rainwater

nonabsorption of rainwater = increased volume of surface runoff

increased volume of surface runoff + hard smooth surface = increased water velocity

increased water velocity = increased load carrying capacity + reduced absorption capacity

increased load carrying capacity + reduced absorption capacity + surface contaminant = impaired water
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large volumes of impaired water traveling at high volicities enfer local waterways = lose of aquatic life + streambed erosion = incompacitatec




Determine viable solutions fo alleviate problem.

‘waterways incompacitated waterways = flooding

* plus industrial excrement







The artifact mimics the use of bioretention greenspaces and a porous parking pavement surface.
Atransparent material encases the rectangular core of the arfifact. Above this fank-like case is a
ramped area representing parking lot pavement. Within the fank, seated close fo the base, is a per-
forated drainage pipe; it extends through the side of the tank. A layer of course gravel overlays the
pipe and covers the entire interior base surface to a depth of 12-inches. The gravel layer is topped
with 18-inches of sand. Just abave this sand layer is a bioretenfive soil mixfure. A b-inch layer of
mulch caps the system. Native plants appropriate for bioretention and foxin absorption are planted
in the soil. A strip of grass may be added tp provide a border befween the biorefentive plants and
the pavement or slatted curb. The supporting information about bioretention for the purpose of
flood mitigation and water quality control is silk-screened onto various surfaces of the artifact.
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